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Campaign 2007 Kickoff 
 
 
By JANE K. DOVE 

 

Republican town supervisor candidate Peter DeLucia speaks to the crowd at the Republican Party’s 
Campaign 2007 kickoff at Nino’s Restaurant in Vista on Monday night. -Scott Mullin photo  

 

DeLucia, Republicans stress experience 

 
Focusing on themes of experience and accomplishment, Republican candidates for the fall 2007 elections drew enthusiastic cheers and applause from a large 
audience of party faithful that packed Ninoôs Restaurant in Vista on Monday evening. 
 
Republican Town Committee Chairman Wayne Coluccini set the tone for the upcoming campaign after presenting his partyôs slate: Town Board member Peter 
DeLucia for town supervisor, former Town Supervisor Tom Herzog and newcomer Peter Clark for Town Board, John Pappalardo for town justice, Peter Ripperger for 
town highway superintendent, Kathy Cory for town clerk, and Wendy Gerber Friedman for the Westchester County Board of Legislators, Second District. 
 
Mr. Ripperger, who has also been endorsed by Democrats, and Ms. Cory are both incumbents who are running opposed. All of the candidates the RTC endorsed are 
registered Republicans, except for Peter Clark, who is a Democrat.  
 
Mr. Coluccini also introduced outgoing Westchester County Board of Legislators member Ursula LaMotte and New York state Senator Vincent Leibell, both in 
attendance at the event. 
 
ñThis campaign is all about electing experienced candidates that can get the job done,ò Mr. Coluccini said. ñI want to thank each of our candidates for stepping 
forward to serve the town of Lewisboro. Each of our candidates is distinguished by their years of experience. Each is a homeowner and knows what it means to be a 
taxpayer.ò 
 
He cited what he called ñthe narrow agendaò of competing Democrats, saying their cross endorsements were an attempt to ñpull the wool over the eyes of the voters. 
 
ñWe donôt want a return to the Nordgren era,ò he said. ñPlease get out the word about our professional, dedicated, community-oriented team.ò 

DeLucia speaks 
 
After being praised by Mr. Coluccini as ñthe hardest working guy in Lewisboro,ò town supervisor candidate Peter DeLucia took the floor. 
 
ñI canôt believe it was only two years ago we were asking for support of the Ed Mahoney team,ò said Mr. DeLucia, who is being challenged by fellow Town Board 
member Edward Brancati, a Democrat, for town supervisor. ñSince his election Ed has let us take ownership of projects. I want to thank the Republican committee for 
putting together such a great slate of candidates. We are counting on your support this year.ò 
 
Mr. DeLucia outlined some Republican accomplishments during his tenure on the Town Board. 
 
ñWe completed the LBA press box, along with an ADA-compliant bathroom,ò he said of the federal Americans With Disabilities Act. ñWe inherited the town pool 
project and turned it around, working as a team. Itôs now complete and the diving pool will open on Friday. We have created tax benefits and housing for our first 
responders and passed a bond resolution for repaving town roads, work that is now under way.ò 
 
Mr. DeLucia said there were additional projects just in the beginning stages because of what he called ña past logjam.ò 
 
ñWe are working on obtaining complete ADA compliance for all town buildings and working hard on building a new library at the town park and using space in the 
existing building for the town,ò he said. 
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ñWe are the first Town Board to offer to purchase their building so this could happen. These plans can be derailed with the wrong people in office,ò Mr. DeLucia said. 
 
He credited all of his boardôs accomplishments to the ñgreat teamò now in place.  
 
ñThanks are due to everyone, not only to our board, but to our Deputy Supervisor Joann Vasi, Town Clerk Kathy Cory, Town Attorney Jessica Bacal, and confidential 
secretary Connie Green OôDonnell.ò 
 
Mr. DeLucia also emphasized his status as a homeowner and family man. 
 
ñI am a homeowner and I feel for the homeowners out there,ò he said. ñI am a taxpayer. I am a father. I have a wife and I would like to thank her for her support.ò 
 
Mr. DeLucia urged those in the audience to ñspread the word about this great team. 
 
ñThis is a great group of candidates that need your help to be given the opportunity to serve our town. I know I am ópreaching to the choirô tonight, but we are counting 
on all of you to get out there and help us make this happen.ò 

Republicans present united front  
 
Taking up the themes of experience and accomplishment from Mr. Coluccini and Mr. DeLucia, Republican candidates made brief remarks at the kickoff event. 
 
Ms. Gerber Friedman, of Cross River, said she was ñvery proud to be making the attempt to fill the shoes of Ursula LaMotte. She has done a wonderful job for our 
community.ò 
 
Ms. Gerber Friedman, who is running against Democrat Peter Harckham of Katonah, said Westchester needed a party that ñwould focus on our towns. 
 
ñI will do that,ò she said. ñI will work to lower taxes and take a look at spending and eliminate waste. Northern Westchester cannot continue to be the money basket for 
southern Westchester. I will also continue Ursulaôs tradition of working for the environment. I intend to get money for cleaning our water. I also intend to work for ball 
fields and other recreational and cultural activities. Northern Westchester needs to be affordable for everyone, and I will be a strong advocate in that direction.ò 
 
Mr. Ripperger, who was also endorsed by Democrats, stressed his Republican roots. 
 
ñI have been a Republican since the day I first registered to vote,ò he said. ñItôs wonderful to be endorsed by your own party. At my department we have a small crew, 
but they work very hard for the town in many areas. With things like GPS and storm water management projects under way, we are really on board with breaking 
down walls between departments. I hope to be able to serve the town for another  
four years.ò 
 
Mr. Pappalardo stressed his many years of experience as a practicing attorney and his skill as a mediator in resolving disputes as reasons why he is the right 
candidate to supplant incumbent Susan Simon, backed by the Democrats, for town justice. 
 
ñI often represent children and have three young boys of my own,ò he said. ñI would like to demystify American jurisprudence for our young people by conducting 
programs in our schools. I would also like to see more community-based sentencing for our youthful offenders.ò 
 
Town Board candidate Tom Herzog, who served three terms as supervisor and had an unsuccessful bid last fall for an open seat on the Town Board, reminded the 
audience that he has been working on behalf of the town in different capacities for decades. 
 
ñPeople come up to me and say, óYouôre running again for town board? You must be nuts.ô But I think our town board needs people with experience,ò he said. ñWhen 
you add up all the experience of our opponents with town boards and committees, you know what it comes out to? One year. We are the experienced team and have 
started many things that need to be finished. We need continuity.ò 
 
Mr. Clark, who serves on the townôs Architecture and Community Appearance Review Council (ACARC) and is active in youth sports activities, said he was ñlooking 
forward to the opportunity to serve.ò 
 
ñI am a community-service type of guy,ò he said. ñI think I can be beneficial to the town, even though I am a Democrat.ò 
 
Mr. Herzog and Mr. Clark are being challenged by Democrats Bruce Pavalow and Dan Welsh for the two seats that are open because board member Suzanne 
Whalen is not seeking re-election and Mr. Brancati, who is at the end of his term, is seeking the supervisor seat instead.  
 
Longtime Town Clerk Kathy Cory, who is unopposed, said she was looking forward to running with the 2007 Republican slate.  
 
ñI have run in lots of campaigns, but itôs no fun if my team doesnôt win,ò she said. ñPlease come out and tell all your friends we have to get this home team elected this 
year.ò 

 

 

 
 

 
© Copyright 2007 by Hersam Acorn Newspapers 

Top of Page  Close Window  
  

 

http://www.acorn-online.com/news/publish/lewisboro/19701.shtml#top
javascript:window.close()

