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For the Lewisboro Town Board and more

By KEN MASTRO

Town seats up for grabs

Names of different people and positions have been swirling for weeks along with rumors of who will be running and for what seats in the town election this fall. But finally, the Democrats and the Republicans have made their
endorsements and are ready to go public with their definitive slate of candidates — almost.

That"s because it still remains unclear who the Demofﬁcualm\LamshmolAlanqnleF ia Town IC nar aotd Thie $ eniger 1
“we"ve made a decision internally,” party officials wickbfflater nThe i will be i three:nhen!hs)parlyhas&nuiorsedlfohlbeyTown\
Board — incumbent Edward Brancati, school board member Bruce Pavalow or newcomer Dan Welsh. In addition to the town supervisor post, there are two other seats available.

The Republicans are more revealing in their choice for town supervisor — current Town Board member Peter DeLucia. They are also endorsing newcomer Peter Clark and former Town Superwsor Thomas Herzog for the
two other Town Board seats, which are available because Suzanne Whalen is not seekingre-e | ecti on and Mr. Brancati"s term ends this year. Mr DeLu:
results because his term does not expire until the end of 2009. The Ledger learned of the endorsements on Tuesday.

In addition to the Town Board positions, the Republicans are endorsing longtime Town Clerk Kathy Cory for re-election and John Pappalardo to replace incumbent Susan Simon, whom the Democrats are backing, as Town

Court justice. Both parties are endorsing incumbent Peter Ripperger for highway superintendent. In the open seat for the Westchester Country Board of Legislators, 2nd District, the Democrats are endorsing Peter Harckham
of Katonah while the Republicans are backing Wendy Gerber Friedman of Cross River.

Campaign kickoffs

The Republican campaign kickoff is on Monday, June 25, f esintludingMs Gethér Frigdman, will atend. Specralgtiests wRléneludastate enator o n |
Vincent Leibell and Ursula LaMotte, who is stepping down as county legislator at the end of the year.

The Democrats will announce their choice for town supervisor at their campaign kickoff event on Thursday, June 14, at 7 p.m. at the Cyrus Russell Community House in Cross River. The public is invited for refreshments and
to meet the Democratic slate of candidates, including Mr. Harckham.

“We"re exc

ited about the opening of this year"s campadidpes—amang tMre <torl eeng e site weh'i e emeerh ap/iet amn etxtte
of considerabl

e talent, energy and experience.”

Christina Rae, Democratic co-chair, agreed.

“We"re particularly pleasedatyq Itaounmemitnhi peogphreaitdimtormpakiragti sm means participati am gien vtoheerd e ma croa
Al the candidates except for Mr. Clark and Mr. Ripperger are being endorsed solely by the party to which they are registered to vote. Mr. Clark is being backed by the Republicans despite being a registered Democrat and
Mr. Ripperger is being endorsed by both parties. At this point, there will be a race for every available town seat except for highway superintendent and town clerk, as Ms. Cory is running unopposed.

DeLucia for supervisor

Mr. DeLucia said the countless hours he has spent working for the town on numerous projects is proof that he has the energyan d  wor k et hi ¢ nec e sw®anrsypentisor. be Lewi shoro"

“I'"m out there, 1 "m trying to work with everyone and work for th people,” he said.
“l want to continue to work with all sides of politics for the better interest of the town. | thin
He cited his accomplishment s on t he Town Board since joining it 18 months ago, i ebuldingdfthegconbessiomsandtatthe tolwropark ahd osher workaon s

recreation issues and projects. Mr. DeLucia also pointed to his involvement in ongoing issues and projects, such as making the building at Onatru Farm compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act and plans for a new
library at the town park, among others, as reasons to elect him to the top town post.

“I"mopnof everything going on, said Mr. DelLucia, who has Ilived in town for 11 years.
In addition to the Town Board, he has been a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Conservation Advisory Council.

“As a Town Board member ,s Peitgehrt whaasn dE d n[ Mahheopnheeyr]d'i ng such projects as the town p ameColudcihiRepublicatToven Leag
Commi ttee chairman. “He wor ked c linceasébpdgetiviichbegada t ph aleéd venrojaestoutna ,r epaior our dil apidated roads. "

If Mr. DeLucia is elected town supervisor, his current position on the board — which is not up for election until 2009 — will be available to be filled by appointment by the Town Board beginning Jan. 1. That seat would then
be subjected to a town vote in 2008, because of state law regarding Town Board appointments, and again in 2009, as that is when the original term ends.

Town Board candidates
Three of the candidates for the Town Board are newcomers to politics — at least on the town level.

Mr. Pavalow, a Democrat, has been on the Katonah-Lewisboro school board since 2004 but did not seek re-election this spring. Mr. Pavalow, a 15-year resident of Vista, fought to eliminate wasteful spending in the school
budget despite often facing opposition from fellow school board members.

“As a Town Board member , | wi |1 use my project managementoj @xparai'veariMeoen asmad ds k i“Ill sant d nasas iusti giure spuocsd e ¢
where | could act as a liaison in working together with school board members to address challenges such as sports and recreati on f i el ds for our children. "

Mr. Clark, who has lived in town for 17 years, said not being a politician would work to his advantage should he be elected to the board.

“1"m not a politician. I't"s not my thing,” he sai domménsenseug bbbt hi nk | can be beneficial to the town.
Mr. Clark serves on the Ar & Community Review Council, is president of the soccer club and is a Cub Scout den leader. Despite being a registered Democrat, he said he is running on the Republican
ticket in pamtotbemathsealHedi swith the existing Democratic Party in tipilactowm” | @acdlalgopwyebamamse "he do

A 40-year Lewisboro resident, Democratic candidate Mr. Welsh said he would draw on his local roots and global perspective to work for the town. Mr. Welsh has been a database manager and program manager for the
Harrison School District, among other jobs, and an activist for environmental and social justice causes.

“1 believe Lewi s bkclmatechangd intiatives that have kdntexb a c
They will support an active program to meet the st development we face if they are brought into the process of crafting that program. | hope to help facilitate that as part of this very capable and dedicated
team of candidates,” Mr. Welsh said of the Democratic slate

Political experience

Thomas Herzog is no newcomer to politics or running on the Republican ticket. He served as town supervisor for nearly seven years, despite an unsuccessful bid for the Town Board last year. Mr. Herzog, who still attends
many Town Board meetings, said he is well versed in all the current issues before the board and has the political experience and governmental knowledge to accomplish much as a board member.

“Al though | agree with the notion that getting an i nf ulld lalsofeelfthatyheretmugt e pfferel tkioe-hopv. obf g
»instituti onalt okwno vgloevdegren'meanbto ithat has been missing from town gover nmesndemwhohashaml&adershipslolesiwnhuheLeyvlsl:ﬂroBaseball
Association, the South Salem Fire Department and two communitythe at er gr oups over the years, as wel | as having worked as the town"s

He will again be up against Democratic candidate Mr. Brancati, who won the seat Mr. Herzog was seeking last year. In addition to his local work this year, Mr. Brancati, a John Jay High School 1994 graduate, has
governmental experience, having worked as an assistant to Vice President Al Gore and Congresswoman Nita Lowey. With Ms. Lowey, his job was working with local municipalities. He said that position taught him how to
acquire county, state and federal grants — which he has actively pursued since taking office last fall, among other proposals.


http://www.acorn-online.com/cgi-script/CSMailto/forms/subscribe.htm
mailto:?subject=For%20the%20Lewisboro%20Town%20Board%20and%20more%20%3Cbr%20%2F%3E%0A&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.acorn-online.com%2Fnews%2Fpublish%2Flewisboro%2F18819.shtml
http://www.acorn-online.com/news/publish/lewisboro/For-the-Lewisboro-Town-Board-and-more_printer.shtml
http://www.acorn-online.com/news/publish/lewisboro.shtml
http://www.acorn-online.com/news/publish/lewisboro.shtml

“l"m working on a lot,” he said. “I"d like to be able to continue that for the public."”

Mr. Brancati said he has met with the heads of the local fire, police and ambulance corps departments to work on drafting an emergency management plan for the town. He also was instrumental in formalizing the lakes
committee, and is working on forming a committee on storm water management.

Town justice

Susan Simon, a longtime Lewisboro resident who has been active in many local organizations over the years, is seeking re-election as town court justice. The D will be by John Papp ,a
16-year resident of Lewisboro, who has been backed by the Republicans. Mr. Pappalardo has coached youth sports and is currently the vice president of the Lewisboro Lions Club. He is also a partner in the law firm of
Farber, Pappalardo and Carbonari, and is a trial attorney, arbitrator, mediator, and member of the faculty for the American Arbitration Association.
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